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Fish Project Working Group Meeting Notes

September 23, 2008

PARTICIPANTS
	Name
	Organization
	Email
	Phone

	Andy Fecko
	PCWA
	afecko@pcwa.net
	(530) 823-4490

	Barbara Bania
	Sac-Sierra Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
	tusacsierra@hotmail.com
	(530) 677-4263

	David Burns
	Foothill Associates
	David.Burns@foothill.com
	(530) 906-3506

	Derek Ogden
	City of Roseville
	dogden@roseville.ca.us
	(916) 774-5507

	Edmund Sullivan
	Placer County
	ESulliva@placer.ca.gov
	(530) 886-3030

	Frank Rinella
	Federation of Fly Fishers
	sierraguide@foothill.net
	(530) 878-8708

	Gregg Bates
	Dry Creek Conservancy
	dcc@surewest.net
	(916) 771-2013

	Jack Sanchez
	SARSAS
	alcamus39@hotmail.com
	(530) 888-0281

	Katie Burdick
	CABY
	katie@cabyregion.org
	(530) 823-1310

	Melanie Powers
	CABY
	melanie@cabyregion.org
	(530) 823-1310

	Robin Egan
	Granite Bay Flycasters
	Tggr514@yahoo.com
	(916) 640-5126

	Ron Nelson
	Nevada Irrigation District
	nelson@nidwater.com
	(530) 271-6824

	Ron Otto
	Auburn Ravine Creek Preservation Coalition 
	ophir1@quiknet.com
	(916) 786-2442

	Steve Rothert
	American Rivers
	srothert@americanrivers.org
	(530) 478-5672

	Tyrone Gorre
	 
	tyfish@juno.com
	(530) 878-1897


	Name
	Organization
	Email
	Phone

	Allen Eberhart
	Sierra Club
	vallialli@wildblue.net
	(916) 268-1890

	BJ Schmidt
	Wolf Creek Community Alliance
	bjanddavid@foothills.net
	(530) 477-7402

	Bradley Cavallo
	Cramer Fish Sciences
	cavallo@fishsciences.net
	(530) 888-1443

	Cara Wasilewski
	Wasilewski and Associates LLC
	cara.wasilewski@sbcglobal.net
	(530) 470-9024

	Curtis Knight
	CalTrout
	caknight@jps.net
	 

	Elizabeth Soderstrom
	American Rivers
	ESoderstrom@americanrivers.org
	(530) 478-5694

	Gary Estes
	Protect American River Canyons
	garyestes@psyber.com
	(530) 889-9025

	Joanne Hild
	Friends of Deer Creek
	joanne@friendsofdeercreek.org
	(530) 265-6090

	John van der Veen
	Friends of Deer Creek
	john@friendsofdeercreek.org
	(530) 265-6090

	Johnathan Keehn
	Wolf Creek Communty Alliance
	jbkeehn@sbcglobal.net
	(530) 272-2347

	Noel Kroeplin
	Wolf Creek Community Alliance
	noel@wolfcreekalliance.org
	 

	Steve Evans
	Friends of the River
	sevans@friendsoftheriver.org
	(916) 442-3155


INVITED BUT NOT IN ATTENDANCE

MEETING AGENDA

1) Introductions

2) Review of outcomes from July 8 Fish Project Working Group meeting

3) Discuss recommendations from July meeting and confirm workgroup recommendations to the PC

4) Identify next steps and preparation of on-page project proposal for October 1 PC meeting
MEETING OBJECTIVES

· Get feedback and discuss proposed CABY fish project/strategy developed at the July 8 Fish Project Working Group Meeting

· Get consensus on a CABY fish project/strategy and determine next steps.
MEETING NOTES
Review of Outcomes from July 8 Fish Project Working Group Meeting

Katie reviewed the meeting notes and one-page proposed project write-up that was developed at the initial Fish Project Working Group Meeting on July 8. The workgroup decided to focus on a four-tiered strategy. 

The first step would be to focus project-specific efforts on the Placer County/NID project at Hemphill Dam and NID gaging station. The second would be to conduct a watershed assessment of the entire Auburn Ravine, from the headwaters to the confluence, and use it as a ‘model’ watershed assessment project for the rest of the CABY region.  The assessment would include a detailed study of water quality, substrate, vegetation, reach analysis with specific recommended improvements, cost and other parameters. The third step would be to develop a region wide, creek-by-creek watershed restoration plan for the entire CABY region using Folsom and Englebright dams as ‘bookends’ (i.e. the Western Placer Creeks).  The final step would be to develop a regional dialogue on solutions/projects for Folsom and Englebright dams.

Update on projects

The Hemphill project is in the design phase and is moving forward.
Discussion of recommendations from July meeting and workgroup recommendations for the PC

Auburn Ravine

Several attendees indicated that there have already been several studies conducted along Auburn Ravine and that a variety of projects have been developed for this creek. Studies that have been conducted included identification of all facilities along the creek, obstacles to removing them, prioritization based on how easily fish can get over them and some substrate analysis. Hemp Hill and NID-AR1 are first priority for removal and Gold Hill and the Duck Club are second priority for removal. The Duck Club dam needs to be removed before restoring habitat above the dam. Placer County prepared an Ecosystem Restoration Program for watersheds in northwestern Placer and southeastern Sutter counties, which includes opportunities for restoration along Auburn Ravine. The project does present some challenges but it has come a long way. CABY could assist with the development of CEQA/NEPA for the Auburn Ravine projects, if possible.

Coon Creek

Instead of focusing on Auburn Ravine, the workgroup discussed the possibility of focusing on Coon Creek. Few studies have been conducted within the Coon Creek watershed and it provides a wide variety of potential and opportunities for restoration. Water quality and temperature are issues but there is an abundance of public land and a substantial number of willing landowners along the creek. Coon Creek is in the best shape right now and could be a ‘low hanging fruit’.

A CABY Master Plan

The need for a fish habitat and restoration master plan for the CABY region was discussed. CABY may be more competitive for funding if we complete watershed assessments and developed an integrated master plan for creeks in the entire western Placer region. This plan would raise the level of available data across all the western Placer watersheds to a comparable level, allowing for a realistic ranking and comparison of potential project benefits. This assessment will help CABY members and stakeholders prioritize projects and give a vision of how to tie fish-related projects together. We need to look at the big picture and recognize that all creeks in the CABY region are critical. 
Watershed assessments would need to focus on the entire watershed including hydromodification, flow regime for each reach, source water and stormwater issues. Assessments have been developed for creeks in the Tahoe region, the Roseville area and the Chesapeake Bay that could serve as examples. 
CABY should also continue to meet with adjacent IRWMP’s to work together with them. Central Valley creeks are important source for a lot of different fish. 

Additional Comments/Issues Discussed

· Is there the possibility of restoring fish populations above Englebright, Folsom and Camp Far West dams? 

· Flycasters did a study 15 years ago showing that substantial numbers of fish were getting into agricultural land where they get trapped. Fish screening should be an important component of CABY work. The cross canal and the Nimbus area should be screened.

· ‘Raw’ habitat assessment may be beneficial and not too costly.

· We should go after the ‘low hanging fruit’ 

· Dry Creek already has a lot of work done. 

· CABY should participate in public outreach in the community.

· There is support for the overall goal of restoring anadromous fish. Anadromous fish currently spawn in Secret and Miners Ravine.
· FERC studies are being negotiated right now and may provide some useful information.

· An east/west basin study conducted by PCWA identifies source water.

Next Steps/Action Items

After extensive discussions during this meeting, the initial work plan was revised to include:

1) Continued focus on the NID/Placer County restoration/enhancement projects (responsibility:  NID/Placer County – ongoing)

2) Identification of projects in the Auburn Ravine/Coon Creek ERP 

3) Development of an RFP to support the preparation of the watershed assessments, utilizing existing documentation wherever feasible (responsibility:  CABY staff with review by FWG – 10/08, release in 11/08)

4) Preparation of a western Placer creeks watershed assessment focusing on Coon Creek and Miner’s and Secret Ravine (responsibility:  CABY and Fish Working Group [FWG] – 2009/10)
5) Development a region-wide site specific strategy for fish passage and habitat improvement as a result of the completed watershed assessment (responsibility:  FWG with CABY support – 2009/10)
6) Develop prioritization of creek restoration/enhancement projects in the western Placer region to improve fish habitat (responsibility:  FWG, CABY PC and lead project sponsor – 2009/10)

