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CABY Fish Meeting Notes from 7/8/08

In attendance

Andy Fecko

PCWA

Jason Rainey

SYRCL

John van der Veen
Friends of Deer Creek

Frank Rinella

Federation of Fly Fishers

Katie Burdick

CABY

Melanie Powers
CABY

Agenda

Steelhead and Salmon Historic Distribution 

· Discussion of Map

Projects currently in design and/or ready for implementation

· Pros and cons of projects

Are there other potential projects to add to the list

· Regional

· Site Specific

What direction should CABY go in regards to Proposition 84, as it relates to fish projects?

Meeting Notes
Meeting Goals

1) Identify existing and potential fish projects suitable for Proposition 84 or other funding

2) Determine if there is a potential for collaboratively designing a CABY fish project

Discussion of Historic Map Distribution:

Ron Otto and Jack Sanchez have a lot of historic knowledge of current and historic salmonid distribution in the CABY region and should also be consulted about the historic distribution of anadromous fish in the region. The map used at the meeting, from the PG&E Hydrodivestiture EIR, seems to be accurate yet does not have details of the creeks associated with the CABY western Placer creeks. This detail will be important to include in a future map of the area.

Discussion of Projects:

Auburn Ravine

· NID/Placer Legacy Fish Passage - dam removal and fish screening in Auburn Ravine 

· SARSAS would like to include a project that focuses on the entire Auburn Ravine and includes removal of all barriers to the confluence

Cottonwood Dam Removal

· Placer Legacy would like to include removal of Cottonwood Dam as a CABY project

Cosumnes Passage Barriers

· Need to get in contact with DWR fish passage people

· There are old weirs which serve as fish barriers

· It is flat with a low gradient that has steelhead potential in cooler months

· Karen Burr, the watershed coordinator with the state RCD, is a good contact for the Cosumnes River

Western Placer Creeks

· Area from Miners Ravine north to Bear River

· Coon Creek (water quality)

· Dry Creek (sediment, channel erosion)

· Auburn Ravine (barriers)

· Water supply/quantity is one of the main issues on these creeks

· Loomis Basin – irrigation and runoff have turned streams in this area into perennial streams, Cottonwood dam is on the Loomis System

Bear River

· Potential for fish passage up to Camp Far West Dam

· Contacts include Allen Eberhart, Ed Sullivan, South Sutter Water Agency

Yuba River

· Everything stops at Englebright Dam

· There needs to be a collaborative process in the basin

· Upper River Studies Program – SYRCL received funding to investigate fish passage above the dam but ran out of funding. DWR currently coordinates this effort. 

· FERC relicensing needs to be discussed – there may be funding potential for CABY in the whole region and a collaborative process with FERC and the recovery of steelhead/salmon.

NMFS Recovery Plan

· Salmon are in decline and may be collapsing. Many basins will be identified as critical habitat in NMFS recovery plans which are due out by the end of summer.
· Need to figure out regional priorities and figure out which projects give us the ‘biggest bang for our buck’

Discussion of where CABY should go in regards to Prop. 84 funding

Placer County Supervisor Robert Weygandt has already publicly discussed the Auburn Ravine issues and there seems to be consensus by county officials to ‘accept the entire Auburn Ravine project’. Fish passage barrier removal for the entire reach of Auburn Ravine does not seem to be out of the question. Auburn Ravine could serve as the model/test project for creeks in the CABY region. The project would need planning money that could possibly be obtained from a grant from the Sierra Nevada Conservancy. There is a lot of interest with supporting partners and there seems to be a good method of collaboration that will provide significant benefits.

There was a discussion of saving what habitat we have now on some of the creeks, restoring other area and then work on removing barriers upstream as money permits. Side channels are important for young fish and gravel injection may need to occur to create suitable spawning habitat.

A master plan for the system from the headwaters to the confluence with the Sacramento River and/or the Delta was discussed, as well as a project dealing with effluent water from the Lincoln City wastewater treatment plant involving FERC, Lincoln, Placer County and PCWA.

Group Consensus

The group consensus at the end of the meeting was to focus on the Auburn Ravine Project. 
The first step would be to obtain funds (from NID budget, from SNC, or from a combined match effort with Placer Legacy) to implement a fish ladder on Hemphill Dam and the fish screen on the NID gauging station. 
The next step would be to develop an Auburn Ravine Master Plan that will tie the biologic and operational pieces together. This plan would then be part of the third step, preparation of a Regional Plan for fish habitat restoration in CABY region and adjacent regions. A logical boundary needs to be determined to find out which IRWMP’s to collaborate with. (see attached one page proposal for CABY fish project)

