Water Supply Workgroup

Goal: To reliably meet the long-term water needs of the watershed’s residents, local industry, agriculture and natural resources.

Objective 1:  Provide a sustainable water supply.   
· Develop an integrated and regional robust drought-resistant system to provide a reliable water supply within a range of climate variability.

· Analyze the flexibility of our system in light of all climate change.
· Assess ground water capabilities and limitations throughout the region to ensure reliable water supplies to all users.

· Develop opportunities for water transfers.

· Initiate a collaborative process between land use agencies and water supply agencies to determine sustainable water needs.
Objective 2:  Maximize use of recycled water for non-potable water needs.
· Assess the impacts of recycled water use and ground water recharge through septic systems
Objective 3:  Optimize water use efficiency through conservation for potable and non-potable water needs.
· Identify and implement BMPs.

Objective 4:  Protect and improve the quantity of groundwater supplies.

· Support efforts to better understand fractured rock systems and groundwater movement

· Support efforts to better understand the relationship between surface and groundwater resources for managing recharge and potential conjunctive use.
· Establish groundwater management practices to avoid contamination, overdrafts and to ensure a long-lasting beneficial use of groundwater resources.
Objective 5:  Enhance environmental and recreational values through water supply management.  
· Support efforts to monitor surface water flows to identify instream water levels and associated timing necessary to maintain a healthy aquatic and wildlife habitat.

· Promote expansion and connectivity of local and regional trail systems where compatible with water supply projects.  
· Conduct Modeling efforts to connect vegetation management and hydrologic runoff.
· Incorporate recreation and community participation features into water supply projects.
Objective 6: Assess and address flood impacts as it relates to water management.
Objective 7:  Identify and promote the use of hydroelectric facilities to maximize the benefits to the watersheds.

· Increase the participation and responsibility of hydroelectric utilities in watershed management.
Objective 8:  Sustain agricultural viability through and for water supply management.

Objective 9:  Coordinate with adjacent regional IRWMP planning efforts.

Objective 10:  Understand and balance the relationship between conveyance systems, watershed impacts and water supply.
Water Quality Workgroup

Goal:  Protect, maintain, and improve surface and ground water quality.

Objective 1: Promote a robust water quality assessment, monitoring, and reporting program that is regionally integrative.

· compile pre-existing data

· assess what’s out there

· establish baselines/status/trends

· evaluation

· reporting: consistent and regular

· inventory of who’s doing what, and when – another database “for interagency coordination”

· remedy the disconnect between academia and agencies
· maximize existing systems (a policy?)

Objective 2:  Support efforts to protect, maintain, and improve our watersheds from pollution to comply with current and future water quality regulations and protect, maintain, and improve healthy aquatic systems.

· Implement measures to manage and reduce erosion, sedimentation, and refuse accumulation in streams.

· Implement measures to reduce mercury contamination.
· Support efforts to improve water and wastewater treatment technologies to address contamination issues.
· Assess the impacts of climate change on water quality characteristics and current management practices.
· Maintain and, where possible, restore streams to a state of geomorphic equilibrium in order to avoid excessive erosion and sedimentation and maximize habitat value.
Objective 3:  Work collaboratively to restore the quality of state-designated, impaired water bodies.

· Implement BMPs to manage stormwater runoff, sediment loads, and erosion in streams.

Objective 4:  Support forest management practices that maintain, protect, and improve water quality, with a focus on reducing the risk of catastrophic fire and mitigating impacts of roads.

Objective 5:  Support land management practices (including urgan, agricultural, and low-density residential) that maintain, protect, and improve water quality, with a focus on improving NPS pollution.

Objective 6:  Protect, maintain, and improve the quality of ground water supplies.

· Support efforts to better understand the relationship between surface and groundwater resources for managing recharge and potential conjunctive use.

· Establish groundwater management practices to avoid contamination, overdrafts and to ensure a long-lasting beneficial use of groundwater resources.

Objective 7:  Support efforts that assure high flow events do not negatively affect water quality.

Objective 8:  Support recreational opportunities that are compatible with water quality objectives.
Environment and Habitat Workgroup

Goal: Develop and implement strategies to protect and enhance environmental resources consistent with principles of integrated regional water management.

Objective 1: Conserve, enhance and restore native species and diverse habitats

Objective 2: Protect, restore and enhance source water habitat for water supply and quality

Objective 3: Achieve environmental and habitat benefits through adequate water supply and water management strategies

Objective 4: Promote water management strategies that balance multiple beneficial uses 

Objective 5: Improve water quality to restore and protect healthy aquatic ecosystems

Objective 6: Promote terrestrial and aquatic habitat connectivity

Objective 7: Support resource uses practices that are designed to achieve environmental and habitat health

Objective 8: Incorporate adaptation to climate change to achieve environmental and habitat health

