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Agricultural Stewardship Project (Agriculture/Water Quality)

The Agricultural Stewardship Project encompasses areas of irrigated agriculture within the SFAR watershed. These areas are the Coloma and Weber Creek subwatersheds which comprise a total of 3184 acres of fruit and nut crops (2003 El Dorado County Crop Report), and considered “prime farmland” by the State Department of Conservation.  The project has been developed to integrate with regional efforts lead by the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board and the Sacramento Valley Water Quality Coalition to ensure irrigated agricultural discharges meet water quality objectives.  The Stewardship component is the cornerstone to ensure long-term solutions are achieved. The project is planned with the understanding that efforts to sustain intact ecosystems will not be as effective without the support of local landowners, ranchers, vineyards, and farmers as well as government agencies.  The benefits of a comprehensive Agricultural Stewardship Project will provide irrigated agricultural communities the knowledge, understanding and tools necessary to make resource based decisions. These decisions will ensure economical agricultural commodity production is balanced with conservation needs of protecting water quality.

El Dorado County and Georgetown Divide Resource Conservation Districts – Mark Egbert – 530/295-5633

Bridging Schools and Communities (Education)

The CABY Bridge Project increases the capacity of watershed management efforts in the CALFED and northern Sierra foothills regions by adding County Offices of Education, school districts, schools, and their communities to partnerships identified in the CABY IRWMP.  The project addresses objectives identified in the plan through the implementation of K-12 education practices that increase understanding of water supply, water quality, groundwater storage, and impacts of climate change, while also increasing academic achievement.  The four main components to this project are: community engagement, teacher training, student educational and stewardship activities, and outreach.  Community engagement in Year One establishes a Community Collaboration Team (CCT) in each of the four CABY watersheds: Cosumnes, American, Bear, and Yuba.  Each CCT is composed of teachers, agency and non-governmental organization (NGOs) representatives, and interested individuals who work together to establish and support high-quality watershed education in local schools.  Team members will select on-the-ground projects prioritized by the CABY group for student implementation.  They will provide expertise and support for teachers as they guide their students in ecological assessment, restoration, and monitoring activities.  Intensive teacher training that includes information about California’s water supply and management issues will be provided to four lead teachers in each watershed in May, 2008.  Four follow-up trainings offered each year in all four watersheds will be offered to additional teachers from the watershed. Curriculum that teaches content standards required by the state, but that is applicable to watershed science, will be compiled and presented to teachers to increase student (and teacher) understanding of ecological processes.  Teachers will receive instruction on how to tie the curriculum to student field studies.  Trainings will instruct teachers in the purpose and use of protocols from the Global Learning and Observation to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE).  GLOBE scientists enlist students to help them do research in hydrology, land cover, soil characterization, and other studies by collecting and reporting data using strict scientific methodology. Student Activities will place approximately 480 students in areas that have been designated by agencies or others as areas in need of assessment, restoration, or some other action.  Students from Weimar Middle School will work with a Forest Service fisheries biologist to study fish passage issues along the American River.  Students from Camptonville on the North Fork of the Yuba may work on habitat restoration to improve water quality, riparian habitat, and fish passage.  Still others from Georgetown may implement restoration strategies that reduce the risk of catastrophic fire and the resultant sedimentation of Humbug Creek. Students will work with agencies and NGOs to create signs or other means of public outreach to inform the community about what they can do to protect their watersheds and California’s water.  Youth in this project will help CALFED attain its goal of resolving conflicts between water users because of increased awareness.  The educational community will be informed of the activities and successes of this project through the CREEC website and presentations at educational conventions and meetings.
Nevada County School District – Leslie Smith – 530/478-6400 x211
The Tribute Trail Project: Champion Mine Bridge (Recreation)

The Tribute Trail project, of which the Champion Mine Bridge is a vital part, is a major component of the overall plan for the Deer Creek watershed, providing greatly enhanced recreational potential, along with a systematic approach to monitoring, habitat restoration, and ecosystem improvement.  It is imperative that the floodplain be reconnected to the creek and that native vegetation be returned to the area near the bridge; restoration along the trail will also serve as an excellent education project for the community.  Monies for trail construction and native habitat restoration have been obtained from the California Resources Agency.  This organization does not fund bridges, though, and in order to complete the 9 mile loop of the Tribute Trail, a bridge is needed across Deer Creek.  

Friends of Deer Creek – Joanne Hild – 530/265-6090
The Upper Lakes Project: Creating Baseline Data for Analysis of Possible Recreation Effects on Watershed Function (Monitoring/Water Quality)
Taking into account variables of weather, soil depth and composition, level of recreational use, and other important considerations, this project will continue the baseline monitoring done yearly by EID on Silver and Caples Lakes, adding an analysis of the coliform bacteria present and its source(s).  The information may then be used to gage criteria for possible control of levels of recreational use in the watershed, or the necessity to further regulate leachate from On-Site Waste Disposal Systems.  Project partners include the US Forest Service and possible participation by the Alpine County Watershed Group.
El Dorado Irrigation District – Elizabeth Betancourt – 530/642-4007
Sly Park Vegetation Restoration Project and Shoreline Protection Program (Environmental Restoration and Preservation)
Jenkinson Lake is an important source of drinking water for many El Dorado County residents.  This project will protect tributaries to Jenkinson Lake to prevent the degradation of their associated sensitive riparian habitat and to avoid erosion and water quality impacts.  The heavily used areas suffer from soil compaction and damage related to visitor activities.  This project will restore the vegetation in these areas both to prevent erosion and to maintain the quality of the recreation experience for the visitors.  The proposed restoration would provide specific habitat enhancements while limiting physical disturbance to these areas.  The proposed project involves replanting native species in upland areas thereby facilitating habitat regeneration and ultimately providing a larger wildlife value and protecting aquatic habitats around the park.  Habitat will be increased for several special-status bat species that have the potential to reside within the park.  By further adding bat houses around the restored and undisturbed areas, these species can rely on the new habitat for sustainable food sources and protected habitat.  New bridges will be installed over the unnamed creek west of Scout Hill and Hazel Creek to allow visitors to pass over and view the creek without damage to the banks and channel.  Signage to control access will also be placed.  In addition, approximately 500 feet of Lake Drive immediately west of Chimney Camp will be moved back from the shore, which will be reinforced to prevent undercutting.  Disturbed areas will be revegetated with natural rocks, willow cuttings, and other native vegetation.
El Dorado Irrigation District – Chris Word – 530/642-4021
City of Colfax Wastewater Treatment Plant (Water Quality)

The city of Colfax WWTP treats and disposes of wastewater from the city of Colfax and limited areas outside of the city limits. The city has developed immediate, interim and long-term plans to brings its wastewater treatment facility into compliance with discharge standards; a cease and desist order (CDO) accompanied the current permit requiring the city to bring the facility into compliance with discharge standards by the time the permit expires.  The City is expanding the capacity of the existing WWTP from 160,000 gallons per day (gpd) to 275,000 gpd to accommodate current flow in addition to population growth projected in 2020 (to 2,916).  The project is designed for wastewater received at the WWTP to be treated to a Title 22 equivalent level and discharged to an unnamed tributary of Smuthers Ravine that lies to the south of the WWTP plant site.  The project consists of upgrading the existing aerated faculative ponds to provide secondary treatment; using the existing storage pond with a liner to attenuate peak secondary effluent flows (equalization basin); and using dissolved air flotation, filtration and ultraviolet light disinfection to provide Title 22 equivalent treatment.

City of Colfax – Joan Phillipe – 530/346-2313
Hangtown Creek Comprehensive Watershed Improvements within the City of Placerville (Water Quality/Environmental Restoration and Preservation)

Current conditions in Hangtown Creek within the City of Placerville present significant risks for flooding, risks to water quality within the Hangtown Creek watershed and the larger American River watershed.  The creek also has compromised riparian habitat value and minimal aesthetic value within the city.  This project proposes five co-equal objectives for project success:

I. develop a comprehensive flood control plan for the City of  Placerville;

II. complete the Hangtown Creek Master Plan;

III. relocate the trunk sewer lines out of the creek channel;

IV. upgrade three sewer lift stations within the Hangtown Creek watershed; and

V. ongoing restoration of Hangtown Creek and its tributaries.

This project represents a partnership between the El Dorado County Water Agency, the City of Placerville, the Placerville Downtown Association, El Dorado County Resource Conservation District, and American River Conservancy. 
El Dorado County Water Agency – Tracey Eden-Bishop – 530/621-7668



