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CABY Integrated Regional Water Management Plan Adopted

Placerville, CA…. Over the past year, nearly thirty diverse organizations met to collaborate on the development of an Integrated Regional Water Management Plan for the Consumnes, American, Bear, and Yuba (CABY) watersheds. They recently succeeded with the adoption of the plan.

The IRWMP identifies specific projects to meet the integrated water needs of the people and rivers in the CABY region now and into the future. The plan must be adopted by all participants interested in receiving Proposition 50 grant funds from the California Department of Water Resources. 

Each of the CABY partners that have approved the IRWMP is now in the process of getting individual organizations to adopt the plan. Organizations that have adopted the plan to date include: El Dorado Irrigation District, Gold County Fly Fishers, the U.S. Tahoe National Forest, the Yuba Watershed Council, Bear River Watershed Group, American Rivers, Natural heritage Institute,  Wolf Creek Community Alliance, California Outdoors and Nevada Irrigation District. These significantly diverse groups involved in the development of the IRWMP worked extremely hard over the past year and due to their successful collaboration, implementation by a regional entity is expected to begin in 2007.

“Our success this year shows our ability to coordinate among watersheds and communities to improve our water quality and prepare for flooding needs, among other things,” noted Ron Nelson, general manager of the Nevada Irrigation District and one of the CABY partners. “Residents in this region can be assured that their public funds are going toward projects that have widespread support and are protective of the water quality, water supply and environment,” Mr. Nelson continued. 

Implementation is expected in 2007 and will use a phased approach to make the regional entity an independent body. During implementation, the regional entity will oversee the implementation, monitoring, and success of projects in the IRWMP. 

###
CABY is a collaborative planning effort that adopted an Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) in December 2006. In 2007 and beyond, CABY will improve water management in the Sierra foothils and mountain region by increasing communication and coordination and seeking funding to implement projects throughout the region. The State has allocated significant resources for projects supported through regional planning efforts such as CABY with $220 million available under Prop. 50’s next funding cycle and $1 billion with the recent passage of Proposition 84. 
Contact: Liz Mansfield, Project Director Tel: 530-642-4101

